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PubMed Quick Start

Thiz mude quickly shows you how to search Publded. The question and answer approach addresses commeon questions about searching Publded.

Section Contents

+ How do I zearch Pubbded?

+ [ have too many results.
*+ There should be more results!
+ PubMled did not retrieve what I wanted.
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FPubfed Help

1b%ed lets you search maors than 14 million bibliographic citations and abstracts in the fields of
zdicime, nursing. dentistry. veterinary medicine, health care systams, and preclinical sciences. It
Hudes access o MEDLINE and to articles in selected life sciences journals not indexed in
=DLIME.
IbMed is 3 free resource. it was developed by the National Center for Biotechnology Informa-
n (MCEI) &t the Mational Library of Meadicine (ML)
Oither hiooks (@ NCEI i & brief overview of searching PubMed, please see the PubMed Quick Start section.
iis PubMed Helg manual is a chapier in the onfine book MCEB| Help Documenis. The manual
35 preparsd by the Mational Library of Medicine [hitpfwww.nim.nih.gov].
o comments and questions about this manual, write the PubMed Help Desk at pubmed-
widinchinlmunih.gow.
st updated: June 21, 2004

Cluick Start

iis guide will quickly show you how to search PubMed. The guestion and answer approach will

ldress common guestions new users have about searching Fubhed.

section Contants

= How oo | s2arch Pubded?

» | Nave koo many resulfs.

= Thena should be more resuls!

= PubMed did nof refrieve what | wanbsd.

¢+ How do I find articles by a spectfic author?

¢ How do I find articles from a specific journal? o How oo | I70 amees by 3 specic authar?

¢ How do I find a citation when I only know parts of tts bibliographic details (e g, author, journal source, and publication year only)?

= How do | Ind anrices from a specifiic joumal?

* How deo I fnd articles for a clindeal QUESﬁOﬂ? « How oo | ing 3 clation wihan | oniy know pans of Ik biblicgraphic oetalls (2., auhor, joumal source, ang

publication year oniy)?

¢+ How do I find systematic rewews or medical senetic searches?

¢ Help me understand the search results.
+ “Where 13 the abstract?

+ How do I oet the fill article”
* How do I zave my results”

mee also: Publded FAQ

How do I search PubMed?
1. Identifiy the key concepts for vour search.
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Lets you navigate book sections at any point
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Searching PubMed

Section Contents

Searching by Author

strith 1a

jones k

vang[au]

Further information for power users:

+ Author names are automatically truncated to account for varmng mubials and designations such as Jr. or 2nd. To turn off the truncation, use double

= How oo | ing amicies that could ba w=aful for 3 dinlcal quesion?

= How do | ing systamatic reviews?

PDF version for printing

New content for the manual

Quick Start guide to answer common user questions
Saving, E-mailing and Exporting Citations

Getting the Journal Article

Other books (@ HCEI

Enter the author’ s name i the format of last name followed by iitials. Omit punctuation

Examples

If yvou only know the author’ s last name, tag the name search with the author search field [au]. Publded will look for the name in the author field only.

Example

Efficient Content Organization

quotes around the author's name wath the author search field tag [au], e.g., "stuth " [au].

* [Jse the [au] search tag if the author name 15 also a subject term, e.g., moran a [au]. I yvou do not use the [au] search'tag,
“moran A"[Substance Mame] OF moran a[ Text Word)].

+ Tf only the author's last name 15 entered, Publded searches the name m A1 Fields, except when the author name 15 found in the MeSH (Tational
Library of Medicine's Iedical Subject Headings) Translation table (e g, Yang will search as Yin-Yang [MeSH] or Yang [Text Word]).

Searching by Journal Title

Enter i the search box one of the following:

tasks in a typical search
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Using the books
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[T 5: How do I find a citation when I only know parts of tts bibliographic details (e g | author, journal source, and publication year only)?
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Search results

My HCEI
[Sign In] [Renister]
Ohdlhd Books

One page.

Search

authar search @
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Search function

Clear instructions, examples, and graphics

Registering for My NCBI
1. Click Eegister on the Iy NCEI header.

2. Enter a Tser Mame (3-10 alpha-numenc characters) and a Password (6-2 alpha-numenc characters).
3, Choose a secunty question and answer so we can reset your password of you forget it

4. You can enter a default e-mail address. Thiz e-mail addreszs will be uzed for both automatic e-mail updates and the Zend to E-mail feature i Pubhded.

Haote:

+ Eecord your user name for future reference; we wall not be able to access this account mformation.
¢ Only one e-mail address may be associated with each 3y INCEI :
+ 4 confirmation e-mail message will be sent to the e-mail address t I have too many results.

Signing In and Out of My NCBI

1. Enter your user name and password.
2. Click Sign in

3, Click the "Eeep me signed m unless I sign out" checkbox to create a g

your computer without signing in again.

4. Chick Sign Out from the Wy MCET header to sign out.

Mote:

+ If'the “Eeep me signed m” checkbox is not checked your My N C
sighed out after vou close your browser window

To ltntt the mumber of search results:

Easy to

Instructions are brief and written in the active voice

+ Eeplace general search terms with more specific ones (e.g., use low back pan mstead of back pamn).

+ Add more search terms.

Example

+ Usze Publded’s Litnits feature to restrict citations by age group, lahguage, publication type, date, human studies, etc.
+ The tool symbal %l to the right of the filter tabz links you to Iy NCEBI where you can change your filter selections.

Ifyou uze the search terms cystic fbrosis genetics, you will retrieve many results, ¥ ou can restrct your
results by using mote spectfic search terms nstead, such as cystic fibrosis gene therapy. These search terms

will retrieve fewer and more focused results.

There should be more results!

* Toumay sign out at any time to sever vour access to My MCEL w

Book sections organized by order of PubMed

Basic instructions provided first with advanced

details moved to a special subsection

+ full journal title {e.g., molecular biology of the cell)
+ MEDLIME abbrewation (e.g., mol biol cell)
+ IS5 number, a standardized mternational code {e.g, 1055-1524)

+ Chcl the Eelated Articles ink next to a relevant citation. The lnk dizplays a pre-caloulated set of Publded citations clozely related to the selected

article.
+ Eemove extranecus terms from the search box
+ Tiy alternative terms for concepts i the search box

Example

suppose vou are searching Publded for gene therapy for cystic Gbrosis pahents. If you search with the more
complex phrase of adenowinus mediated gene transfer cure to express gene therapy, you will find fewer
citations. Clhck the Eelated Articles nk to find similar articles, or remowe the extraneous search terms and

replace them with the alternative term gene therapy.

PubMed did not retrieve what I wanted.
Publfed may modify your search terms to enhance vour retrieval. Sometimes these ch)
To zee how PublMed modified your search, click Details from the Feature Tabz Tou o

For further detail, see How Publded Worlcs: Automatic Term Mapping.

Example

Suppose you search for cystic fibrosis by its abbreviation cf T
not dizcuss cystc fibrosis. To see why Pubbded retrieved these
translated of to search for citations about cerebrozpmal flmd or

read instructions

Examples of PubMed searching
Hyperlinks that run PubMed searches
Hypothetical research question addressed

Understanding the Action Bar

Citation display format

!

Citations displayed  Citation sort
per page options

! }

Displajrl Summeans

All: 127545 | Review 7520

Total citations  Crations for the

retrieyed

[tems 1[- 20 of 127545

default filter Review

Crtations displayved
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Click to change filker
selections using My NCBI

Output options for citations

- printer-friendly text version
c save as text file

- save in Clipboard

- ermnail citations

- order articles

Current page
(can be changed by user)

Total number of pages

Page [ of 6378 Nex

Mavigating Citations

Click Previous or Mext,

To got to a specihic page:

1. Enter page number
in box.
2, Click Page button,

National Institutes of Health Department of Health and Human Services

Usability

Cater to all user levels
Quick start guide for beginners
Advanced information section for power users

Build user confidence
Easiest topics presented first
Plain language

Provide examples

Find instructions quickly
Search function

Descriptive titles

Instructional graphics
Instructions organized by task

Future developments

The PubMed Help online book is a
prototype for future NCBI help manuals.

Instructional graphics



